
Padma Shri Mithali Raj 

I am honoured to introduce our Chief Guest of the 95th Founder’s Day Celebration, Ms. 

Mithali Raj, Captain of the Indian Women’s Cricket Team who does not need any introduction 

whatsoever. Let me also tell you that her father Dorai Raj is from the Andhra Bank family and 

it is a great time for us to celebrate the success of our own kith and kin. 

However, when one has an illustrative career and life as hers is, it beckons all our attention. 

Ms. Mithali Raj is regarded one of the greatest cricket players to ever grace the jersey of the 

national cricket team and the facts that she is the highest run-scorer in women's international 

cricket and the only female cricketer to surpass the coveted 6,000-run mark in one day 

internationals are the testimony to her exceptional ability as a cricket.  

She is also the first cricketer who has ever scored seven consecutive half-centuries in the one-

day internationals. She also holds the distinction of being the first captain of India who led 

the team the ICC ODI World Cup final twice. 

We all know that when someone is called the ‘Tendulkar of Indian women's cricket”, it speaks 

volumes about one’s cricketing prowess. Ms. Mithali is also currently the all-time leading run-

scorer for India in all formats, including Tests, ODIs and T20Is in women’s cricket. I also must 

say here that she has a special penchant towards world cups as she was able to create quite 

a few records over various world cups.  

It wouldn’t be surprising to know that, being a sportsperson of her calibre honours and 

accolades are a natural draw for her. 

She was awarded the coveted Arjuna Award in 2003 and in 2015, she was recognized by 

Padma Shri award which is the fourth highest civilian award in India. 

2017 was particularly an awards season for Ms. Mithali, I must say here she has already 

bagged multiple awards. 

She has been selected for the Youth Sports Icon of Excellence Award at the Radiant Wellness 

Conclave, Chennai and as the Vogue Sportsperson of the Year at the Vogue’s 10th 

Anniversary. 



She also appeared on the BBC 100 Women list 2017 which is quite an achievement in itself.  

In 2017, the Viacom 18 Motion Pictures has acquired the rights to make a feature film on her 

illustrative career and life and what she said as her response to the same is quite befitting 

her; she said that she hopes that this movie inspires more people, especially young girls to 

take up sports as a career. 

I am also certain that, in times where women are being pushed away their rightful places, 

having symbols like her is what the women and the young girls of the nation need as an icon 

to model their life and unrelenting endeavours. 

I am positive that she is quite a role model for every young sports person of the country and 

to realize that no dream is too big to follow and grasp. 

 


