
Speech for Mr. Mecca Rafeeque Ahmed 

I reckon this occasion an exciting one for me, and a true privilege. I am genuinely happy to be here, 

addressing you all. I wouldn’t know what is exciting if seeing the young graduates, happy and content, is 

not. I would strive to not sound preachy. With as someone with a little more experience in life, I would 

try to give you a few tips that will help you make your life a little more exciting, successful and worth 

living. 

I have always loved talking to the young blood because you are the ones who have got to carry the 

country, and the world into the future. Fresh off your academic life, I understand that you are all high 

with positive energy, want to do great things for the society; bring changes to the world, make it a 

better place. This is in fact where your actual life and journey is going to begin.  

I am really confident that you are the people, and youngsters like you, who will change the world for the 

better. But how are you going to do it is bit of a question. You have a lot of opportunities out there 

today that you all can take advantage of. Back in the days when I was like you; a confused and naïve 

young lad, there wasn’t much opportunity for us to chase what we really wanted. There were not many 

people whom we could go and ask help. But things have changed so much today and I must say that you 

are the lucky lot. The times now are of course difficult but they offer tremendous opportunities as well. 

You can go out there and make your marks in the world. Build a better world. Try to become something 

that no one has become even before.  

I know that you all have a fire inside you, a fire that will take you places. You need to use that to face 

challenges and problems, because facing challenges is a great part of growing up. But as you might 

already have heard, the world out there is competitive. 

I don’t want to sound a little pessimistic here, of course. But, I would like you all to know that there is 

competition out there in the world that wants to take the opportunity from you. You may tumble and 

fall. You may want to give up. But it is your responsibility to hold on to hope; keep the fire in you ablaze 

and insulted from the rest of the pessimism. There is no doubt that when that happens, when you are 

ready to take on the challenges and ready to look at everything with optimism and hope, everything will 

start to come around. As someone who has gone through these stages, I understand this myself. I am 

certain most of the dignitaries we have on the dais would agree with me. Because it is a stage that we all 

go through; we all learn from and we all try to truly grow with. 

So how you are going to do it, if I may ask? 

Dedication, moral values and being fair to others are the key to building a successful career, and life at 

large. You need to commit to your calling, commit to your dreams and aspirations to make it real. But 

without moral values and concern for the others around you, your dreams will not mean anything to 

others, your country, and the world. So it is really important that you hold onto values that you will 

never compromise on. Because whatever you become tomorrow—and you will—you are going to be 

defined by the people you have been, at the end. 



If you want to make your life beautiful, you need to plan it well. Work hard for it. Put in efforts so that it 

becomes beautiful and positive. That’s important because, tomorrow, when the tides change, you will 

become the role models and mentors of the youngsters that will build their future world.  

As young people, when you walk out today, proudly with the graduation, this is not an end. It truly is just 

a beginning of your career, and life. I know each one of you will have different ambitions and aspirations 

in your life. Some may want to start their own architectural studios and upstarts while some others may 

want to associate with renowned architectural brands from around the world. Some may want to 

associate with organizations working to bring responsible and green architectural initiates to the 

limelight. What is important here is to have a dream and start chasing them. Like the former president 

and foremost scientist of the country Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam has said, you need to have dreams; dreams 

that would keep you awake to chase them. Only if you have dreams that drive you to chase them down, 

can the life become fruitful. 

Like I said before, you are the future of the world. You will take the world to where it must reach. I have 

seen many people who are talented and smart in my life. I have seen many of them waste talent, not 

becoming what they should have been. I have seen them lose focus and become entwined with failure. I 

wish all of you to never do that. As architects yourselves, you know the importance of planning for 

construction. Each progress has to be planned well. How the foundation must be strong for the 

structure to stand strong. Life is also like a building. How you make and build it is how it will be. How 

long it will last. Each brick must be carefully laid to give shape to a beautiful structure. Likewise, you 

need to build your life carefully. Do everything time-bound. Only when the foundation is strong can the 

structure become stronger, too. As such, make sure that you are better than we are. There is 

competition in your profession. But the real competition is about your life; the competition that today’s 

you have with the yesterday’s you. Your competition must be to become a better person even by the 

slightest than what you were yesterday. That’s what will give you the opportunity to live your life fully. 

I must congratulate all of you for your achievement today and wish that you all go on to become 

exceptional architects, creative artists and entrepreneurs tomorrow. My blessings will always be with 

you and your endeavors. I would also like to offer my help for any youngster who comes up to for any 

help.  

Enjoy the time here. All the very best. 


